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Restrooms are located down the hall on the main floor. 
 

All Gender Restrooms are located at the back of the sanctuary 
and downstairs in the Fellowship Hall (which is accessible). 

 
Changing tables are located in the Nursery on the main floor 

and at the back of the sanctuary.
 

The Coffee Bar is available at the back of the sanctuary from 9:30-11:30.
 

*An asterisk is an invitation to rise, in body or spirit.
Bolded text is an invitation for the congregation 

to read or sing in unison. 

First Congregational Church of St. Louis
United Church of Christ

An Open & Affirming Congregation
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Welcome!
 

Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life's journey, 
you are welcome here.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from One License with license # A-720972

Liturgical resources for this service:

Call to Worship - http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/
Blessing - Every Moment Holy (Douglas Kaine McKelvey) EXCERPT

Guest Organist: Bob Meinz
Choir Director: Stephanie Ruggles   
Announcements: Bert Merrell
Scripture Reader: David Piston 

Ushers: Bob O'Neil, Bert Merrell
Faith & Fun: Emily Stokes 
                           & Bert Merrell



Welcome & Announcements                                                                           Bert Merrell, S&A               
     
Prelude                                               "Preludio Pastorale"                                    Luigi Bottazzo 

(Italian 1845 - 1924)
*Call to Worship

     Leader: Here, in this place, God welcomes all the dreamers, 
                      as well as the doubters:
     People: Here, the worriers and wanderers
                      can call on God by name.
     Leader: Here, in this time, we can remember 
                      all the ways God has graced us:
     People: Here, in these moments, we are reminded 
                      that God is with us, always!
     Leader: Here are gathered those daring enough 
                      to step out of comfort into the unknown:
     People: Here, in this faith space, we will find the courage
                      to cry out, 'God, save us!' in every situation.

*Hymn                              "Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence"                                         #345
PICARDY

     Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
     Ponder nothing earthly-minded, for with blessing in the hand,
     Christ our God to earth descending, our full homage to demand.

     Monarch great, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth Christ stood,
     Lord of all, in human vesture - in the body and the blood -
     Christ will give to all the faithful bread of life for heavenly food.
  
     Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way,
     As the Light of light descending from the realms of endless day,
     That the powers of hell may vanish as the shadows clear away.

     At Christ's feet the six-winged seraphs, cherubim with sleepless eye,
     Veil their faces to the Presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry,
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, God most high!                    
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Prayers of Petition and Thanksgiving

     Holy God, you infuse us with your Spirit, urging us to vision and dream. 
     May the gift of your presence find voice in our lives, 
     that our babbling may be transformed into discernment 
     and the flickering of many tongues light an unquenchable fire 
     of compassion and justice. 

     The Prayer of Our Savior
     Our Mother, Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
     Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
     And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
   

Anthem                                                         "O Love"                                          Elaine Hagenberg
 

*Passing of the Peace

Children's Moment                                                                                                       Emily Stokes

Scripture                           Genesis 37:1-11, 18-28 (NRSV-UE)                          David Piston

     Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan.     
     These are the descendants of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, 
     was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah 
     and Zilpah, his father’s wives, and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. 
     Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children because he was the son 
     of his old age, and he made him an ornamented robe. But when his brothers saw 
     that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not 
     speak peaceably to him. Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers,  
     they hated him even more. He said to them, “Listen to this dream that I dreamed. 
     There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright; 
     then your sheaves gathered around it and bowed down to my sheaf.” His brothers said 
     to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Are you indeed to have dominion over us?” 
     So they hated him even more because of his dreams and his words.
     He had another dream and told it to his brothers, saying, “Look, I have had another 
     dream: the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” But when he  
     told it to his father and to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, 
     “What kind of dream is this that you have had? Shall we indeed come, I and your 
     mother and your brothers, and bow to the ground before you?” So his brothers were 
     jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.



     They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them they conspired 
     to kill him. They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. Come now, 
     let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal 
     has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” But when 
     Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 
     Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, 
     but lay no hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him 
     to his father. So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, 
     the ornamented robe that he wore, and they took him and threw him into a pit. 
     The pit was empty; there was no water in it.
     Then they sat down to eat, and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming 
     from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it 
     down to Egypt. Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother 
     and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands 
     on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. 
     When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of 
     the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. 
     And they took Joseph to Egypt.

Anthem                                                       "John 3:16"                                                    B.E. Boykin  

Scripture Reflection                                                                                                Valerie Jackson

*Hymn                          "God of Grace and God of Glory" vv. 1-2, 5                              #436
CWM RHONDDA

     God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power;
     crown your ancient church's story; bring its bud to glorious flower.
     Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
     for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour.  

     From the evils that surround us and assail the Savior's ways,
     from the fears that long have bound us - free our hearts for faith and praise.
     Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
     for the living of these days, for the living of these days.

     Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore;
     let the search for your salvation be our glory evermore.
     Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
     serving you whom we adore, serving you whom we adore.
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SHED is a resident-driven nonprofit organization

focused on housing, youth opportunities, and

community engagement in University City's 3rd

Ward neighborhoods. SHED Community Days are

being held on October 8-9. Sign up to work with

your peers to support yard work, painting, or other

home repairs! Sign up with the link in the Friday

email newsletter or contact the church office.

Pastor Mia is on vacation through October 2. Next

Sunday Jim Morice will preach and Rev. Jim

Hartley will preside over communion.

*Blessing

     Teach me to hope, O Lord,
     always and only in you.
     Now take this dream, this husk,
     this chaff of my desire, and give it back
     reformed and remade according to your better vision.
     Not my dreams, O Lord, not my dreams,
     but yours, be done. Amen.

Postlude                               "The Rejoicing" from Suite in G                 Charles Callahan 
(American b. 1951)

Sunday September 25

  10:00 AM - Worship Service (Sanctuary)                       

                    Children's Faith & Fun (Social Hall)

  11:20 AM - Zoom Coffee Hour

                   Meeting ID: 314 721 5060

                   Passcode: coffee

  7:30 PM - AA Meeting (Soc. Hall)

Tuesday September 27     
 

  10:00 AM - Sacred Studies & Fellowship

                    (FCC Parlor)

Wednesday September 28

  8:00 AM - Wydown Men's Club   

Thursday September 29

  12:00 PM - Potbangerz (Kitchen)

  7:30 PM - Chancel Choir Rehearsal

                  (Sanctuary)

Sunday October 2 - World Communion Sunday

  10:00 AM - Worship (Communion)

  11:20 AM - Zoom Coffee Hour

  7:30 PM - AA Meeting

Next Sunday we will receive the Neighbors in Need

offering, one of the special mission offerings of the

UCC. One-third of the offering supports Council for

American Indian Ministry. Two-thirds are used by

Justice and Witness Ministries to provide grants to

UCC churches and organizations as well as

supporting a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy

efforts, and direct service projects. Learn more at

ucc.org/nin.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-d5a6hu18OmzldGh6bK_3XtABS5BB2aCd96WX13sxVkIFcUTGH_ed4m2OXRcfGRtcvycAu3CCjtYKavqykCqOahVRBbnj2bdYNfBRGfOx8FasmQ3HgC7s6D2QpIGkYbCK3LF9zdJGX2T7rdmasBaTg==&c=dTEvu5pmtY4w0QHVJYiSsrMDqJjP9o8BBXYlikG4uzqhSby6YSsHKg==&ch=-EA3T77f5D4X7ARWLaZBV5ggabav3Xn2DtMy24UXt-39jA3TjZEvpQ==
http://www.ucc.org/faq_what_is_caim


Keep up with FCC Children & Family Ministries on Facebook!

facebook.com/FCCchildrenandfamilies

children
& families

Each month FCC families can get together for Faith &

Fun events. In October, bring your best pumpkin to

decorate with your FCC friends! We'll have all the

carving tools you'll need, plus paint for those who don't

wish to carve. Join us outside on the Garth (weather

permitting). We encourage you to come in your

Halloween costume and invite friends! 

Elementary kiddos are invited to join

Emily for Faith & Fun - faith-filled

activities and lessons - during worship

(after the Children's Moment) on the

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.

Adult volunteers are needed to help,

so please talk to Emily if you're

interested!
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It's not too early to start thinking about the Christmas pageant!

This is an intergenerational event, so there is a part for everyone.

There are speaking and non-speaking roles, as well as a need for

adult helpers. Rehearsal is Dec. 17, 10 am-12pm, and before

worship on Dec. 18. Talk to Emily Stokes for more information!

The annual gathering of our conference is October

27-29, in person in Jefferson City and online. This

year's theme is Power in Gathering. All are

welcome to attend this great opportunity to

engage with the wider UCC. $250 Early Bird

registration due Sept. 26, $295 registration after

Sept. 26. Registration fee includes the book "The

Art of Gathering: How We Meet and Why it Matters"

by Priya Parker. Visit www.missourimidsouth.org

for more information and to register.

The Fall Business Meeting of the St. Louis

Association of the Missouri Mid-South

Conference UCC is Saturday, October 1, at St.

Paul's UCC (5508 Telegraph Road, 63129),

and online. Registration, continental breakfast,

and displays begin at 8:30 and the meeting

begins at 9:00. Worship leaders will be Rev.

Rebecca Turner and Rev. Monty Jackson from

Christ Church UCC in Maplewood. FCC is

allowed 5 lay delegates and 2 young adult

delegates, so please contact the office if you're

interested in representing us at the meeting. 



Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life's journey, 
you are welcome here.

Give 
Online

News 
& Events

314.721.5060 | 6501 Wydown Blvd. St. Louis MO 63105
office@firstcongregational.org | www.firstcongregational.org

facebook.com/FirstCongregationalUCC
facebook.com/FCCchildrenandfamilies 

Instagram: @fccstl 

Our Ministry Team:
 

Mehran Moslehikhah, Maintenance
 

Emily Stokes (MAPS), Minister of Children & Families 
(estokes@firstcongregational.org)

 

Hannah Rice (MDiv), Minister of Administration and Membership
(hrice@firstcongregational.org) 

 

Rev. Mia White (MDiv, MATS, CSD), Senior Minister 
(revmia@firstcongregational.org)

FCC
Calendar


